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In “Where in the world is Lorena, Texas? Enhancing local history studies with technology (Advancing Technology),” authors Andrew J. Milson, Teresa D. Lloyd, L. Karen Estes and Connie Mayfield discuss a technology project aimed at using inquiry based learning to create a historical web page. The goal of this assignment was to allow students to further explore the history of their own community, in this case Lorena, Texas, as this topic is often absent in elementary and secondary curriculum. The authors argue that “it should be relatively easy to link the study of local history to some time period identified in the state-mandated curriculum” (Milson, Lloyd, Estes, & Mayfield, 2003, p.1). It was the task of the teacher to collect materials and sources for the students to use to create a web page, and this proved challenging as the Internet is lacking with regards to historical information about many small communities. Teachers and students can, however, collect sources such as photographs, memoirs, maps, newspaper articles, as well as use guest speakers who have lived in the community for many years. Research has shown that students learn history best when they are engaged in asking questions, collecting information, and thinking about historical significance (Milson et al., 2003). The goal of this assignment was to allow students to, in essence, learn by doing. 

It was the job of the students to come up with questions that should be answered on the web page. Once questions were brainstormed and put into categories, the students next were asked to begin collecting data. For this step, a program called Take Note was used. Take Note is a means for students to create and use electronic note cards. The students also used a program called Timeliner to record dates and other key information about the history of Lorena. Timeliner makes it easy to create and print timelines using a variety of clipart and photographs. The final step of the students was to actually create the web page. Students discussed ways to best present the data on the page. In this step, students used two additional pieces of technology, the programs Claris Home Page and Fetch. Claris Home Page is a web-authoring tool used to make web sites. Its format is like that of a basic word processor, but it converts text into the proper format for web publishing. Fetch is a program used to transfer web pages to web servers. The final product was an informative web page about Lorena, Texas which could be added to and improved upon throughout the school year and in years to come (Milson et al., 2003).
Discussion
The authors bring to light a very interesting project that offered great opportunities for both learning about technology and learning more about the community the students came from. One of the considerable advantages to this project was its interactive nature. Using the inquiry-learning method allowed the students to actively engage in their learning. Furthermore, the students were given the chance to learn about a topic not discussed in every history classroom, that is, the community which each of them lives. This is not meant to say that the broad historical topics discussed in much curriculum are not important. Rather, that local history is absent from many classrooms and it seems equally important to have some discussion of this as well, especially when it can be tied to some greater historical theme. This project gave the students an opportunity to be sort of local historians, as they were able to create a product which offered great information about the community and which could be viewed publically and edited to give a more complete history. The students were given the opportunity to create a project that will last beyond school, and which can be edited in a way that is not possible with a written report or poster (Milson et al., 2003).
Another great advantage of this project was the vast use of technology used to create the final product. As noted by the authors, a chalkboard, note cards, butcher paper, and poster board could have been used to present the findings (Milson et al., 2003). However, it seems more beneficial to use the many technologies available to current students. Using technology appeared to have made the project more interactive and fun. Also, it is important to note that the classroom and world is evolving, and knowledge of technology will be important for students to know in the future. The technological skills learned in this assignment will only benefit the students as they continue their education and enter the working world sometime down the line. 
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